Ref 0517.33/00453
May 7, 2013

President

Rajamangala University of Technology Isan (RMUTI)
Northeastern Campus (President’s Office)

744 Moo 6, Suranarai Road, Muang,

Neakhon Ratchasima 30000

Dear Sir,

Re: Announcement of International Master’s Degree Program in Religious Studies,
academic year 2013

May | draw your attention to our announcement of Master's Degree Program in Religious
Studies, academic year 2013, Mahidol University, Thailand. Kindly find the announcement

of the program in the enclosure.

| therefore would extremely appreciate your taking the time to announce this program to
your colleagues and students. interested candidates are encouraged to apply as soon as
possible.

Thank you very much for your kind assistance in this matter.

With best wishes,

Woathinee Boonchalaksi, Ph.D. 5ot
Dean, College of Religious Studies oY
Mahidol University QSN .
wathinee.boo@mahidol.ac.th %65
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Religious Studies in the Internationa! Master of Arts Program
at the Collage of Religious Studies (CRS) is the scholarly siudy
of religion seeking to understand religion as ¢ cultural
phenomenon in strictly value free terms while gt the same
time appreciating believers’ worldviews and valve systems

as vital components of their life experience.
seeks 10 examine end understand the structure and function
of religion in ts social and cultural contexts. A variety of
academic disciplines — history, sociology, enthropology,
psychology etc — are used in the study of religion. This
aeademically objective study of religieon is rather unique ot
institutions in Southeast Asia,

CRS plans to become a center for the academic study and
teaching of religion in Southeast Asia with a research and
teaching focus on cantemporary belief, practice, and
.development of Thai and Southeasr Asian religion in Smonmm
to ethics, polities, the environment etg and of course in
regards to personal spirituality. The Interngtional MA
Program will aid students in understanding the dynamics
of religious adaption in response to modernization and
glokalization. It is hoped that education and research in
the fleld of religious studies will help enhance the mutual
understanding, cooperation, and respect cmong people of
different religious tradifions.

¥

CRS produces graductes with appropriate professional
ethics and work habits wha are copable of understanding
complex bellef systems, practices and their socio-culryral
context, Graduates are capable of reading and
understanding religious and eeademic texts, condudting
‘research, writing academic reports and papers, and mﬁ::an
as advisors on variety of culturai, political, economic etq issues
in which religicus belief forms an important part. CRS
graduate: can communicate dnd interact in different religious
and cyltural backgrounds and as well s in the sectlar
modern world.

. .z._e __._E:._n _o:au Master of Arts Program aims to provide

sivdents with the opporiunity to concentrate their studies
aned research on one of three tracks: Refigious Studies,’
Buddhism and Seciety, and Buddhism & lslam focusing

' on the academic study of raligion, religious belief and

| proctice in contemporary sodety, end current moral
" lssues. The program is designed to promote an onn_n_e..nun

appreach te religion in :.__...Hz-nc:c_.n_ uwx_sm. '

i The eurrigulum extends aver four semesters or 18-months,

_The first two semesters are devored to course werk, to build

astreng.foundation for conducting indepandent raseareh.
The thid semester is spent for Master’s thesis and the degree

. candidaies will have to submit & thesis before the end of the
© fourth semester to fulfill the requirements. of the program. |
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The program requirements include successful completion of

the course work and a thesis, under the close supervision of
the College'’s acadenmic staff. The program requires at least
24 eredics for course work. (8, 3 credif courses) and 12 credits
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First Semester : August ~ Dane:._raq no._w
Core courses:
August - Qetober 2013 ¢
- Feundation of R ws Studies : Histery and Theory
- Cor Concapts in Rellgious Studies
Cetober - December 2013
-~ Resaarch Mathods for Religious Studies
Brecl (thraa weeks)

Second Semester : January - May 2014
Required course & Elective coursas :
January = March 20714 3
{track 1/2/ 3} : Ona required course
{track 1/2/ 2} ;: One aloctive course
March - May 2014 :
{track 1/2/3) : One elactive cougse
: Thesis [
Breck {two weeks}

Third Semester : May — August 2014
May = July 2074
ttrack 1/2/3) : Two clective courses
May = Augusr 2014 ;
: Thesis 2

Fourth Semaster: September 2014 - naw.dnJ. 20135
+ Thesis 3

COURSES OFFERED

Core courses:

i - Foundations of Religious Studies: History and Theories
- Core Cancapts in Religious Studies

- Research Methods for Religious Studies

- Track 1: RELIGIOUS STUDIES

-| Roquired course: g

- Geography of Religion

Eloctive courses ¢

- Religion, Power & Politics

- Religious Ethies of War & Peace

i = Religion and Healing

- Reli m.o: and Cogritive Sciences

ion and Science

ic Traditions : Christianity, lslam Qﬂa I.:&c
i+ Womaen in Religious Traditions )

Independent m*cn:nu in mm__m_n_.r Studies

[ Track 2: wc_v_u_.__m_s anm SOCIETY

. A minimum grade polnt uéaam_o Qﬂ m oo is ancn&
" to Feceive the mnm_‘mm. B v

Required course:
- Introduction to the Academic mémv. of Buddhism: IG»OQ
and Prirciples
Eloctive courses:
- Issyes in Contemparary Buddhist Society
« The Buddhist Temple and Theravada Society: :
"~ Buddhism and Visual Representations
- Buddhism in Southeast Asia
- Budldhism in East Asia .
“- Buddhism in the Wast (outsicle Asic)
« Thal Buddhism )
- Independent Studies in Buddhist Studies

Track 3: BUDDHEISM wnd 15LAM

Required course:

~ Dynamism of Inter-religious Encounters

Eloctive courses:

- Bucdhist-Musiim Relations: Past and H.:.amuﬂ

- Buddhism and Islam: A Comparative Study

- Woerlshop on lssues In Contemporary Buddhist-Muslim mm_go_._n

- Secta sm and Religious Reform Movaments in Buddhizm
and Iskim ’ ’

- Inclependent Studies in Buddhist Studies

Thesis

Conduet origingl research on the selected topic in the chosen
major approved by the advisory committee, submit the
completed thesis and publish research in 42..&0& _0c_.an_u or
conference ﬂ_dnmnn__:mt

The College of Religious m:._n.._mu was mﬂn_u_r_rmn_ in ﬁm.oo
located at the Namthong Building, Sclaya Campus of
Mahidol University,

The Collage is currently offering Bachelar’s and pest
graduate degrees to produce competent teachers and
scholars of religion {o increase the ocademic understanding
of religion and to serve medern needs of Theiland and

the wider global community, The majority of our studenis
eater gradvate or professional schoel either immediasoly
after graduate or the following year. Many of them find
employment in various professions.

The College has established cooperative parinerships with
meny agencies, both governmental and non-governmente,
in the effort to contribute to the wellbeing of the people ang
the nation.

In additien to the University Computing Center and internet
access for its staff and students, CRS provides its own
computer facilities for staff wnd studdents, The College has o
computar labaratory fer tacching, date analysis and other
needs of its staff and students. The CRS librery contains over
12,000 ritles of books, journals and academic materials

on raligions, philesephy ond related subjects. The library
provides training in the vse of the infernet to access libraries
and organization with religicus and related materials
throughout the country and cboard.




Appiicants should have ar least a Bachelor's degree in
seiences, social sciences, humanities or education, Applicants
from nen-En specking countries are required to submit |
< document indicating the level of their English proficiency.
Narmally, A TCGEFL score of no less than 500, or its
oquivalent, Is necessary in order to keep c nermal pece
with the cless lectures and discussions, and to manage o heavy
reading lead Application for admission to the Program

may be made through either of these rwe channels:

1} Mahidel Univorsity Selection Pracess [for Thai applicants)
Applications must be submitted to the Faculty of Graduate
Studies. . . =
The selection process Involves @ written exemination and an
interview, Please vislt the website: www.grad.mahidel.aath
for further details and application form.

2) College of Religious Studies Selection Process (for Thai
and International applicants)

Applications must be submitted to the M.A Internatienal
Program, Celiege of Religious Studies. The selection procass
Invalves review of the epplication materials with the optional
of written examination and Interview. Along with & completed
application form and two references, applicants must also
include transeripts of their undergraduate or graduate
course work and o pre-proposcifor their Master's thesis,
For academic year 2013, completed application forms and
agcompanying documents must reach the program by13 June
2013. The final selection of the most quelified applicants
will be announced by 2T June 2013. An opplication form
can be downleaded from the.website : www.crs.mchidol.ae.th
Only application form may be submited through email.

SCHOEARSEIE:

Applicants are advised to seek their own financial support.
Some potentficl sources of funding include bilateral and
multileiteral agendies such as the Ford Foundation, the Japan
Internaticnal Coaperation Agency (JICA), UNFPA, UNICEF, the
United States Agency for Intarnational Development {USAID)
the World Health Crganizatien (WHO), the World Bank's
Graduete Scholarship Program, and ete, )

, -

. USS 300 for book allowance for the 033.?.0@33 gnd
" US$ &oo far menthly stipend..

- participents. te undertake ..ro:inﬂ_.: :.9:50 5 ane o« 303

- Rellgious Ethies of War & Peaca (Tuitions US$ 850.-)

>ZU O.wI ER vammem

The tyition and fees for the entire program (18 :E:.zi Is
- US$ 7,000 .- which must be un_m as mo__niu.

VISA AND:HEALTH

. First somaster: Us$ 3,500 .- nsa Second semaesior : .
USE 3,500 .- which includes: University education service
* fee, course registration fee for the entire program, University
health insurance fee for two academic years and thesis
registration fee, In addition, the recommended expenses :
estimated amount of US$ 400 for thesis preparation,

zozlcmmwmm

RAINING OPPORTUNITY

The Program provides an opportunity for selocted
of :._a following blocks:

Black T (August— On»o_umq moﬂwv H
.- Feundation of Religlous Studles: History and Theory

{Tultion: US3 850.-) Deadtine for receiving oumznnzo: :

13 June 2013

« Cora Concepts In Religious Studies {Tuition: USS B850.-) | Anncuncemant of application telection :

21 June 2013

" Bloek 2 (etober — Docember 20713) : | Orlentation -

13 August 2013

- Reseqreh for Religlous Studies (Tuition: USS 850.-} First Semazior :

Auguzt - Desembar 2013

Block 3 {Junvary — March 2014 ) = Second Samestar :

Janvary - May 2014

- Geography of Religion (Tuition: US$ 850.-) Third Semaster : -

May - August 2014

- Introduction to the Academlc Study of Buddhimm : Hiztary
and Principles {Tuitlon: US$ 850.-)
- Dynamism of Inter-religiovs Encourters {Tuition ; USS 850.-)

" Fourth Somaster :

Block 4 { May — July 2014) -
- Raligion & Poiitlcs

- Religion end Mealing (Tuitiors US$ 850.-)

~ Issues In Contemporary Buddhist Seciety {Tuitlon: USS 850.-)
- Buddhlsm dn Southeast Asia [Tultion: USS 850.
- Sectarlanlsm and Rellglous Reform Movements in — Buddhizm
and lslam (Tuitien; U$S$ 850.-)

Short-course participants will participate in the same .
classes oz Masters degree students, Interested individuals
are advised to contact the Program Director for mere .
information on eligibility requirements. Application form can
be downloaded from the website: www. ﬁ.u.h:n_.qa.o_rnnur and
submitted through Q.:n__ a:.on:x to the vaomna:..

September 2014 -
Februory 2015




